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been escheated. However, if the debtor is a farmer, the
amount of his land which would be necessary for the
subsistence of his family cannot be sold, unless it has
been mortgaged to guarantee the said debt representing
precisely the purchase price of said land. The same is
true of dwellings necessary for the habitation of the
debtor either during his life or by his family after Ms
death. By virtue of special laws, application for sale by
auction must be brought before the Cadastral Adminis-
tration before the real property can be definitely
adjudicated.
A provisional law promulgated February 18, 1913,
provided that all real property located within the terri-
tory of the Ottoman Empire shall be delimited and regis-
tered, that revenues and values shall be estimated and
determined by special corn-missions. It also establishes
commissions of delimitation, of registration, of esti-
mates ; it determines the fees and charges for making out
deeds; it contains also penal provisions.
Persons of good character have the right to own real
estate. Eeal property may be owned by the G-overnment
and the municipal administration, by associations exist-
ing in conformity with the law relating thereto, and by
incorporated joint-stock companies organized for carry-
ing on commerce, industries, or construction work. Otto-
man incorporated agricultural joint-stock companies, the
shares of which are privately owned and the holders of
which are of Ottoman nationality may control real prop-
erty. In conformity with agreements, stipulations and
regulations approved by the Government, Ottoman com-
munities and charitable establishments may own real
property only in the cities and villages, thereby deriv-
ing possible income which is subject to taxes and im-
posts. Eeal property owned by persons of good char-
acter is subject to an annual tax, so long as it remains in
their possession, of one tenth of one per cent if it is

